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Preface

This booklet provides a brief survey on the history of the 22d Air Refueling Wing and

McConnell Air Force Base. A short monograph such as this takes on greater imporgance at

time such as this. Secretary of the Air Force, the Honorable Michael W. Wynne and Chief of

Staff, General T. Michael Moseley released the 2006 Air Force Vision Document in February
2006. Entitled ALasti nA Werfiit@ahltearL@aniT\hiee SecH
and Chief both held Air Force heritage as one of three key pillars of Air Force philosophy

alongside innovation and joint war fighting with the other armed serVices.

Heritage is by definition a legacy. One generation makes thehnilmaiions then passes this

legacy along to their successors. The 22d Air Refueling Wing holds a rich hefitageurrent
members of the organizatione pr esent the sum total of their gy
achievements. Theyinturnwillpassthewg és her it age t othardioeei r own
hold a fiduciary responsibility to not only upholdettvi n g 6 s bubalssatiddarityor those

who assume their role

| would be remiss if | did not acknowledge a couple of members of the 22d Gooubp

Association for their valuable contributions to this narrative. Cy Klimesh, himself a member of

the AiRed Raiderso and David Ghen a hometown n
Richard W. Robinson. Mr. Ghen graciously granted use of pleadf photos from his personal

collection andorovided me with valuable insight on Col. Robinsdir.. Klimesh was more than
gracious in directing me to sources of inform
in World War Il. Finally, my persoml gratitude also extends to Mr. Mark Schock, son of

Richard Schock, one of the origirimena s si gned to the newly minted
Base. o Mr. Schock shared some of his f-atherod
47 era one ofwhich appears in this volumé hope all who read this narrative find it

worthwhile.

SAL

! Wynne,HonorableMichael W. and MoseleyGenerall. Michael,Air Force Vision Document
(Washington, DC: Headquarters, United States Air Force, 2006), 1.
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22 December 1939

1 February 1940

14 November 1940

16 Jamary1941

22 February 1941

26 March 1941

5 September 1941

8 December 1941

31 Januarni 942

6 February 1942

February 1942

1 March 1942

March 1942

22 March 1942

April 1942

5 April 1942

7 May 1942

22d Bombardment Group Chronology
Constituted as the 22d Bombardment Group (Medium).

Activated at Michel Field New York Consisted of the 2d, 19th,
33d Bomb Squadrorend 18th Reconnaissance Squadron

The group moved to Langley FieMirginia for training.
Assigned to Northeast Air District, 2d Bombardment Wing.

USAAF accepted the first four-B6 Martin Marauders and assign
them to the 22 BG.

Assigned to First Air Force, 2d Bombardment Wing.
The group became part of First Air Force, First Bomber Comma

Ordered without notice to report Muroc Dry Lake and March
Field, California for coatal antisubmarine patrol duties.

The 22d's ground crews boarded a ship at San Francisco and s
to Australia.

Technicians disassembled the group's Martin Marauders and lo
themon ships bound fadawaii.

The 22d few sea patrol while being outfitted for deployment to
Australia.

Ground crews moved to Amberley Figldar Brisbane, Australia.

The flying echelon departed in groups of six; two planes of the 1
RS remained behind for torpedo training.

First flight of B-26s arrived at Amberley Field

Assigned to Allied Air Force, South West Pacific Area; moved tc
Garbutt Field, TownsvilleAustralia.

Staging fromPoit Moresby, New Guinedhe 22d flies itdirst
combat mission against heavily defended Rabaul on New Britai

First of twoday participation of thgroup in the Coral Sea Battle.



9 June 1942

5 July 1942

September 1942

2 October 1942

5 November 1943

13 Jamary1944

11 February 1944

March 1944

June 1944

16 August 1944

September 1944

15 November 1944

26 November 1944

1945

The 22d takes part in a raid on Lae, Papua Sewmea known as
TOW 9. Then Congressman and future President Lyndon B.
Johnson flies along as an observer.

The22dmoved to Woodstock, Australia.

The group was reassigned to Fifth Air Force, Fifth Bomber
Command.

The group moved to Iron Range, Queensland, Australia.

The 22d earned a Distinguished Unit Citation by knocking out
enemy entrenchments on New Guinea in support of Australian
ground forces.

2d and 408ttfsquadrons moved to Nadzab, New Guinea.

Redesignated 22d Bombardment Group (Heavy) and equipped
B-24 Liberators.

Targets included Japanese airfields, installations and shipping i
Borneo, Ceram and Halmaher@he goup acquires the nickname
ARed Rai der s o0 aohdReirc hcaorndm aRhodbei

Assigned to Far East Air Force, Fifth Air Force, Fifth Bomber
Command.

The first of thegr o0 u ge&a@nel moved to Owi, Schoutetatsls
during absence of CohelRobinson from 17 August2 October
1944.

The 22d began attacking Japanese bases in the Philippines.

Ground echelon arrived at Leyte

Moved to Anguar.

The group began bombing airfields, installations, industries and
shipping on Formosa and China and provided ground support tc
Australian forces on Borneo and American forces on Luzon.



20 Jamary1945

21 Jaruary1945

12 March 1945

5 August 1945

25 August 1945

16 September 1945

November 1945

April 1946
May 1946

June 1946

May 1948

1 August 1948

July-October 1950

16 June 1952

31 July 1985

Moved to Samar, Philippine Islands.

Colonel Richard Robinson, 22 BG/CC is killed in action when hi
plane crashes after takeoff on a bombing mission.

Moved to recently liberated Clark Field, located on the island of
Luzon.

ThefiRed Raidebegan reddpying to Okinawa, Ryukyu Islands.

Three Red Raider Liberators flghe first of several reconnaissanc
missionsfrom Okinawa over Japan.

Crews and planes of the 22d were transferred to the 380 BG to
furtherorders for return to the United Statélhe group was
redesignated as 22d Bombardment Group (L).

Assigned to Far East Air Force and transferred without men or
machines to Fort William McHenyyuzon,Philippine Islands.

Redesignated to 22d Bombardment Group (very heavy)
The 22d noved to Kadena AB, Okinawa
The group began rearming withZ® Superfortresses

The USAF returned the 22d to the United States and based it ai
Smoky Hill AFB, Kansas.

With the newly independent Air Force's reorganization, the 22d
Bombardment Groupecomegpart of the newly created 22d
Bombardment Wing

The 22d Bombardment Group is detached from the wing and
deployed toOkinawa and attached to Far East Air Forces in supf
of the Korean War. The grotpB-29s attacked North Korean
marshalling yards, bridges, highways, airfields and industries an
supported UN forces.

The Bombardment group deactivatelowing reorganization. The
wing continues to function.

The unit was reactivated and redesignated as the 22 Air Refueli
Group (ARG)



29 August 1991

1 September 1991

1 August 1948

10 May 1949

12 June 1952

22 June 1952

29 January 1953

15 June 1960

March 1963

1 Juy 1963

Sepemberl963

4 October 1963

25 Jwne 1966

The 22ARG is redesignated 22d Operations Gra@unul ceases its
independent history.

Headquarters activated the 22d Operations Group, returning the
Force to the objective wing structure.

22d Air Refueling Wing Chronology

Activated at Smoky Hills AFB, (later renamed Schilling AFB)
Kansasas the 2d Bombardment Wingcorporating the 22d
Bombardment Group and newly created 22d Maintenance and
Supply Group, 22d Air Base Group and the 22d Medical Group

The 22d Bombardment Wing moved to March AFB, California.

To confam to Air Force changes in organizational structures, tr
22d reorganized to the directorate structure. In order to do this
Bombardment Group inactivated, its commander becoming the
Director of Operations, the Maintenance and Supply Group
inactivatedwith thecommander's duties divided between the ne
created Deputy Commander for Maintenance and Resource
Manager.

The wing received its first KO7 tanker

The wing began entering the jet age by receiving it Bir47
Stratojet to replace its-B9 fleet.

The wing's refueling squadron, the 22d Air Refueling Squadron
moved to Fairchild AFB, Washington.

The wing phased out their8/ fleet, transferring them to other
bases.

The 22d Air Refueling Squadron moved back to March AFB an
rejoined the 22d Bombardment Wing.

The wingreceivedB-52s to replace thB-47s
The 22d received its first KE35 to replace its KO7 fleet.

The 909th Air Refueling Squadron joined thel Bbmbardment
Wing as a second refueling squadron



1 October 1966

November 1966

20 December 1972

16 January 1973

26 February 1973

1 April 1973

August 1982

1 October 1982

December 1989

1 June 1992

1993

486th Bomb Squadron joined tiwng. With four squadrons, the
22d became thiargest bomb wing in Strategic Air Command

Two of the wing's B52s went to the western Pacific for the first i
a series of ARC LIGHT deploymernits support of operations in
Southeast Asia

The 22d lost a bomber, the first since World Waover North
Vietnam. Seailt and rescue teams rescued all but one of the cr
Major Frank Gould, who was reported as missmaction

A 22d Bomb Wing crew was the first tanker crew to provide ael
refueling to an FL5 Eagle fighter

A 22d tanker crew became the first SAC aircrew to provide aeri
refueling to a €5 Galaxy transport

Former 22dorisonersof war, Major James Condon, Captain Pete
C. Amerota, Captain Samuel Cusimano and Senior Master Ser
Louis LaBlanc a&ived at March AFB via Clark AB, Republic of tr
Philippines, as part of Operation HOMECOMING.

The wing receivedhefirst of two squadrons of KQOA Extenders

As the wing phased out its® fleet, Headquarters Strgie Air
Command redesignated the 22d Bombardment \&sniipe22d Air
Refueling Wing.

The 22d Air Refueling Squadron, equipped with-KB5As
inactivated, leaving the wing with only two flying squadrahs,
6th and9th Air Refueling Squadns,both withKC-10sExtenders

Air Force leaders reorganized the major commaridie 22d and
other tanker units moved from the inactivated Strategic Air
Command to Air Mobility Command, previously known as Milite
Airlift Command.

The Congressional Base Realignment and Closure Commissio
(BRAC) and Department of Defense (DoD) announced their
recommendations for further base realignment and force
restructuring. The plans ca
KC-10s to moveo Travis AFB, California. At the same time,
USAF ordered the 22 ARW to replace the 384th Bomb Wing (E
at McConnell AFB, Kansas.



3 January 1994

1997

April 1997

September 2001

14 June 2002

1 October 2002

On 3 January 1994, the 2ZRW succeeded the 384 BW as
McConnell's host unit. The bomber unit servedraassociate unit
until it transferred its BL Lancer fleet to the 184th Bomb Group,
Kansas Air National Guard (BG, KANG) before inactivating in
September 1994. The 384th Air Refueling Squadron, a
geographically separated unit of the 19th Air RefuelingdVin
(Robins AFB, Georgia) and a previous McConnell tenant unit,
joined the 22 ARW as the first of four KG35 squadrons to
comprise the wingds new tank
344th, 349th and the 350th joined the 384th to fly the wing's 48
KC-135s to provide global reach for America.

The 22 ARW became the lead unit in testamgladopting the
Multi-Point RefuelingSystem (MPRS), allowing the wing to
provide refueling services to US Navy and allied aircr&fte wing
also led the?ACER CRAG program, modernizing Ka35
avionics with the late 20th century's latest aviation technology.

The Republic of Singapore Air For(@SAF)selected McConnell
as its training base for its kKC35 crews and maintenance
personnel The RSAFstaioned two of their Stratotankers with thi
22 ARW, naming the organization the Peace Guardian Detachr

Terrorist attacks against the World Trade Center in New York &
the Pentagon launch the Global War On Terror (GWOT). The .
initially deploys jets in support of Operation NOBLE EAGLE.
Before the end of the year, McConnell jets were sent to Kyrgyz:
Southwest Asia and other locations to support Operation
ENDURING FREEDOM.

Colonel Michelle D. Johnson becomes ftingt-ever female
commander of a USAF air refueling wing when she takes comr
of the 22 ARW. She also broke ground as the first female
commander in the history of the 22d and McConnell Air Force
Base.

Directed byan Air Forcewide reorganization, the 22d Logistics
Groupbecame the 22d Maintenance Group lmstlithe 22d
Contracting Squadron, Supply Squadron and Transportation
Squadron. At theame time, the 22d Support Group redesignate
asthe 22d Mission Support Group and gainedttitee squadrons.
After that, the Air Force redesignated the 22d Transportation
Squadrorasthe 22d Logistics Readiness Squadron and gained
personnel and functions from thwéngo kogistics Planning sectior
and the inactivatesupply squadron



March 203

24 June 2004

November 2004

December 2004

16 February 2006

8 February 2008

The 22ARW takes an active role in Operation IRAQI FREEDON
Members of the 22d found themselves everywhere from northe
Irag to Bahrain in the Persian Gulf supporting both air and grou
operations.

Colonel Cathy C. Clothier assumemmmand of the 22RW
replacingColonelJohnson.

McConnell Air Force Base received the Air Mobility Command
nomi nation for the Co mBxaeliedoer
(CINC IE) Award.

The 22d Air Refueling Wing waskected as one of three Air Forc
Finalists for the CINC IE Award.

Colonel Donald J. Halpin replaced Colonel Cathy C. Clothier as
Commander of the 22d Air Refueling Wing.

Colonel James C. Vechery replaced Coloneh&a J. Halpin as
wing commander.



22d Bombardment/Operations Group

The historyofthe22dpréd at es Ameri cads entry
War Il. The group wasanstituted as the 22d Bombardment Group
(Medium) on 22 December 1939 and activated on 1 Febi®0, at
Mitchel Field, New York The 22BG wasoriginally assigned under
the 2d Bombardment WingComprisedf the2d, 19th, 33dandlater,
the408thBombardment Squadrorthegroup trained with the B8

aircraft. In November 1940, the group moviedLangley Field,

Figure 1. The original Virginia. While at Langleythe group began receiving the first 55 B
"Cougar Paw" emblem . ] . )

designestablished in 1941 26 aircraftto enterArmy Air Force (AAF)inventoryin February

1941 The 22d trained in bombardmeantd sea surveillan@es the Marauder aircraft continued to

arrive?

The group struggbewith what was for th@eriod,a tricky, high performance aircraft that
many of the relativelynexperiencegilots found difficult to handle. Th&AF, in fact grounded
the B-26 in April due to accidents. The problem was compoubgedpid production turouts
resulting inincomplete aircraftomingoff the line. Accordindgo 22d veteratWalter Gaylor,16
of 19 aircraft received at Langley by the end of May arrived without propglersumably via
ground transport Once the uih completed traininghte 22 d&és pri mary mi ssi on

was antisubmarine surveillanceA strong concern existed thHarge numbers dfl-boats

The 408t hods hpi8thRecdneaissanca Squadrpn, was attached to the 22d from
February 194@April 1942. The unit was then-designated as the 408th and formally assigned
to the 22d.Brief History of 22d Bombardment Group 198952 unpublished manuscript,
(MontgomeryAL: Air Force Historical Research Agency, 1998), 1. While at Mitchel Field, the
22d had very limited resources. They had not yet begun to receivethe Bhey possessed a
few B-18s, though not nearly enough to keep all the pilots current. The e use of all
aircraft of opportunity and flew what ever was sitting on the airfield. See, Gaylor, Vitaiten

be Forgotten: The 22d Bombardment Group in World Wauripublished manuscript, 1986,-18
19, 26. Gaylor, a 22d veteran lists six différaimcraft in addition to the B8 that the 22d used

for training.



patrolled with relative impunity off the Ameridas A tcbaalinet Mastreportedaccountsof
German submarine sightinggere erroneousNot only was the United St
but Germany dedicated thestmajority of the Uboat fleet to prey on theonvoysealanes

WhenAmericaentered the war, only six Germarbdatswere ready tgatrol American waters

On 7 December 1941, a Japanese
carrier task force attacked Pearl Harbor,

romors ™" Hawaii. Thi s abruptly ended

PHILIPPINES

> o {L E= o participation in Atlantic coast operations.

Thirty minutes aftethe attackmembers of

sssss GCHINA SEA m DANAST w

N S
‘ , . the 22d were ordered topart. Two and

R 2 . one half hours later,B6s started to fly

oo&ui
west and ground troops boarded trains

heading the same direction for California
susTaaLa and Muroc Dry Lake, a bombing rangén

/ February 1942, the groupatedand
shippedtheir B-26s to Hickam Field,

LT 7T RECN SR
e AR

Hawaii. Once there, technicians

Figure 2. Map of the South Pacific and Australia ca. 1943. reassembled and tested the aircréftlate
The 22d flew outof Darwin and Townsville, Australia and

staged raids from Port Moresby. The Japanese controlled March, the 22d followed its planes on the
Lae, a frequent 5 AF target. Moresby and Lae were

separated by only 400 miles (Marauder Photo Archive). 3,480 mile journeyto Australia making it

®Ibid, 29. See also, Craven W. F. and Cate Jrte, Army Air Forces in World War II: Plans

& Early Operations, Vol | January 1938ugust 1942(Washington, D.C.: Office of Air Force

History, 1983),5146 1 5 . One should not take the textos
Germany possessing little or no interest in American waters. Craven and Cate note that a great
deal of political expediency also served as primary motivationdw avmerican waters prior to
Americads entry in the war. Until the United
December 1941, Germany demonstrated far greater interest in more practical strikes on trans
Atlantic shipping of both the British and rteal countries. Craven and Cate pointedly note that

only six subs were equipped for patrolling American waters once the German government
removed its selfimposed constraints. Warren A. Trest also addressed theudmtiarine effort

in a very clear manme See, Trest, Warren AAIr Force Roles and Missions: A History,

(Washington, D. C.: Air Force History and Museums Program, 1998478

1



thelargestmass deployment in Army Air Force histdry

On 5 April 1942, the group launchéd first combat mission from bases in Australia.
With this actionthe 22d becamihe firstB-26 bomb unit toparticipate in combatThegroup
used its B26 bombers to attack enemy shipping, installations and airbeltiew Guinea and
New Britain. Also on the bombing targe
list weretroop concentrations and ene

merchant marine shipping in New

Guinea particularly at Lae and Salamau}® ;
Through most of 1942, the 22d flew wit} .
little or no fighter cover. Predictably, feff™
flyable B-26sremainedoy yeaés end.
Starting in early 1943, the 22 BG
receivedB-25 and B24 bombers. The
remaining Marauder aircraft were all
transferred to the 19 BS with the other

three squadrons flying the new planes

5 TN :
Figure 3. Lt Cmdr Lyndon Johnson shakes hands with Brig
Gen Martin Scanlon before his flight with the 22d Bomb

Perhaps the most famous missioGroup, 9 June 1942.
in the history of the 22 occurrecon 9 Junel942. Elements of the grougeceived a taskintp
strike the Japaneselade, New Guinea A Navy observer flew aboard a 22 BG Bomber called

theHeckling Hare.This observer also happened to be a Congressman. His hame was Lyndon

* 4 Sgt Carson, William RA Brief History of the 2%' Bombardment Wing, Heavy and March

Air Force Base(Riversice, CA: Office of History, 22d Bombardment Wing [H], 1969), 3. See

also, Schroeder, Frederick, AUCEMUS WE LEAD (Daytona Beach, FL: Hall Publishing,

1985), 3. Schroeder was a photographer in tHePt®to Reconnaissance Squadron (latef'408

Bomb Squdron) of the 22 BG. As a charter member of the 22 BG, he was an eyewitness to the
groupbdés early acAlihughbyivanWoy !l dr &as ol publ i cat |
valuable collection of recoll eciestons from pri

> Ibid., 3. GaylorNot to be Forgotten 3 2 0 . The 19t h Beaéshvare d ment S

al so Aredecoratedo by removing the camo paint
shining metal skins. From that point forward, the 19thwas knewvna he A Si |l ver FIl ee

10



Baines Johnsgra Democrat from Texasl'he B-26 carrying Johnson broke off short of the

bombing run though due to generator problems. It landed back in Auatrediaghly the time

the other Marauders of the 22 BG were making their bombing runs orGexeral Douglas

McArthur awarded Johnson the Silver Star for valor. It remains hotly debated today as to what

exactly took place Group commander Lt Col Dwight Divine Il had an especially dangerous

landing on returning. HisR6, nicknamedRum Runnewas leavily battle damaged arng

safely landedhe plandi ge aro upHi s near f | awl ieedty,@xecution
controlled crash, earndivine the Distinguished Flying Cross for his performanE&ven

bombers took part in the missifn

On 5 Noember 1943the22 BGaided Australian ground forces by bombarmemy
entrenchments near Dumpu and Wewakthwest of Lae This operation earned the 22d its

second Distinguished Unit Citation (DU@)atstatedn part,

éthe 22d Bombar dmeonsistn@froreup (H), the
squadron of B24s and three squadrons o£Bs based at

Dobodura, New Guinea, to wipe out the Japanese positions. As the
32 medium bombers neared the target, cloud cover forced them
down to a dangerously low altitude. Although theyldou

honorably have turned back, they continued their descent, braved
the concentrated antiaircraft fire, and accurately pinpointed over 23
tons of bombs on extremely small targets, difficult to locate
because of the terrain and situated only a few huneéetdrf front

of the Australian forces. Every known eneogcupied position in

the area was destroyed

In February 1944, the group began replacing 5B and B26s withmoreB-24s
changing the group's designation to the 22d Bombardment Group (H8dwe/group also

® Numerous Johnson biographers have written ahisuctivities during the early days of World
War Il. Several congressmen including Lyndon Johnson volunteered for service in the wake of
Pearl Harbor. Both Robert Dallek and Ddfisarns Goodwin provided balanced looks at the
TOW 9 mission. See, Dallek, Robdrgne Star Rising: Lyndon Johnson and His Times, 1908
1960,(NY: Oxford University Press}1992 andsoodwin, Doris Kearnd,yndon Johnson and

the American Drean{NY: StMar t i n6s Press), 1991.
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gained the ni ckn aradbeadedeud comanddre CokRichaedfWt e r

Robinsonand the name of hidirst B-24. The Red Viking logo, while used by the 2&2ad

executedn patch formneverformallye nt er ed i nt bteraldly@ heqiiadugm@ads pa:
inusetodaypnas remained the 22d06s d&qulppeewiththenewe e act i
planes and operating from new bases in New Guinea, the 22d attacked Japanese airfields,

shipping and oil fields and installations ilmBeo, Ceram and Halmaheramerican and allied

forces continued to press the fight andSeptember 1944, the group attacked the Japanese bases

in the southern Philippines for the invasion of the island of Leyte

From December 1944 to August 194% #2dattacked
airfields and bases on the island of Luzon, the largest o
the Philippineislands n support of stal
liberate thecountry It was during this time that the group
lostits commanderCol Robinson. Heerishedn Januay
1945 when his plane crashed on takebd¥hile the 22d
conducted operations in the Philippintdee groupalso
supported Australian ground forces on Borneo and
bombed railways and indusfitargetson Formosa
(presemday Taiwan) andChina After the lattle of

Okinawa, the unit moved to that island's Motobu

Peninsula anthitiatedreconnaissance missions over  Figure 4. Col Richard W. Robinson, 22 BG
Commander and Red Cross worker Mary
Corken relaxing. (David Ghen Collection,
22d Bomb Group Association).

southern Japah.

Looking strictly at theehronologyof the 22d, one

" Distinguished Unit Citation dated 1945, Office of History, 22d Air Refueling Wing, Repository
[Hereafter OHRY].

® Gaylor,Not to be Forgotten 1 3 . The wingés heraldry as of fi
within Appendix 1 of thisnonograph.

® Corken, Mary Elizabeth to Ruth Robinson, January 26, 194bBatb Group Association

(David Ghen Collection), www.klimesh.com/redraiders, accessed, 26 January 2005. The letter
gives an account of ci r cumslsubsequensfunerd.gar di ng R

12



developghe impression thgroupconstantly movethroughout World War IL.This is true to an

extent, but imctuality,the 22d used a number of basasultaneously For instance, in 1942 the

2d and 19th Bombardment Squadrons based from both Ipswich and Townsville, Australia while

the 33d flew primarily from Woodstock and theé&h from Reid River. Theg r o wstpffsgent

most of 1942 between Townsville, Woodstock and Iron Rargditionally, these locations

acted as basing assignmeaotdy. The 22d staged most of the actual bombing frome Port

Moresbyin New Guinea.As with any military unit in the South Pacific, frequent moves did

become the rule once Douglag®MAr t hur 6 s Al sl and Hoppingod campse
With theend of thewar, the 22d remained in theater under Far East Air Forces, Pacific Air

Force® pr e d &he greup elocated to the Clark Field in the Philippines toward the end of

1945 doing so without personnel or equipmenih April 1946,the AAF redesignated the 22d

as a AVery Heavyo bomb g r arcrgt,whichcameiin June wheat i on
the unit switched to the-B9 SuperfortressThe group remaineith the Pacificuntil it moved to

Smoky Hill AFB, near Salina, Kansas in May 1948.

Like other combat groups during the no ‘
independent Air Foathe d "
22dBomb Groupbecame subordinate to a ne
created wing with the sanmaimericdesignation. [l s
On 1 August 1948, thenit became th22d
OperationsGroupandwith the newly created
22d Maintenancesupplyand Air Base Group
constitutedhe newly stablished 22d

Bombardment Wing. In 1952, the Air Force

Figure 5. Crew and maintainers of the 22 BG's B9
reorganizedgainand inactivategroups Their ~ "Mule Train" at Kadena Air Base, Japan

19 Maurer, MaurerCombat Squadrons of the Air Force World WafWashington, D.C.: Office
of Air Force History, 1982), 12, 101,160, 499; Maurer,Force Combat Units of World War
II, (Washington, D. C.: Office of Air Force story, 1983), 72.
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functionswere replaced bglirectorships directly under wirmyganizations This directorate
structure continued until 1991, when the Air Force, unlde direction of Chief of Staff General

Merrill A. McPeak revertedo the objective wing*

22d Bombardment/Air Refueling Wing

Following the 1948 reorganizatiothe new wingshared its commander with the 301st
Bombardment Wing until the 22d moved to ida AFB, Californiajn 1949. There, the 22d had
a commander in common with the 1st Tactical Fighter Wing (TFW) tinatilinit moved to

George AFB, Californigthefollowing year.

With the onset of hostilities iKorea,thewing deployedien B-29s toKadena Air Base
Okinawa in July 1950to participate in the Korean Conflict support of combat operations of
the Far East Air Force
(FEAF). The FEAF
quickly utilizedthe2 2 d 6 s
Superfortresseand
bombed North Korean
marshding yards,
airfields and indstries.
The unit also provided air
support to United Nations
ground forceshat
defended South Korea

from Communist North

Ko r efacéssThe group

igure 6. Remains of North Koreads
i

innampo, North Korea fo20i0i950ng ¢ Wastednotimeand

launched their very first

1 ineage and Honors History of the 22d Air Refueling Wing, OHR.
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combat sortie againstarshdling yardsand an oil refinery @ar Wonsan, Koregust eight days
after the first plane departed March AFB for Japan. The group clearly demonstrated the utility of
rapid response mobilit}?

The involvement oStrategic Air Comman@SAC) assetsn the Korean Confligtto
include the22d, was a&hortlived affair. SAC bombersliminatel all of their assigned targets
andthe 22dreturned to March AFB in October 1950. Junel952, the windranched into air
refueling with theaddtion ofBo e i KG3%7s A St r at o f gaedisgpdup the 22d Airan k e r
Refueling Squadron in June of that yeBy Novembetthe B-29 fleetwas retired andeplaced
by jet-poweredB-4 7 fi S & raBdeing Wichita product’

With this 600 milé&perhour plane, wing aircrews flew the longest rstop nass flight in

Air Forcehistory. The

operationtook placen 1954

when the 22d6s crew
5,840 miles fronthe United

Kingdomto California. The

wing converted its bomber

fleet to B52sby late 1963

During that timerame the

organi zationds tank

component completed the

moveinto the jet age when the

Figure 7. B-52 alert aircrewmembers respond to their jet. (U. S.
Air Force) 22d Air Refueling Squadron

replaced their propellatriven KG97s with the KE135 Stratotankegn air refueling platform
basednthe Boeing 707 airfram®.

12 Futrell, Robert R.The United States Air Force in Korg&yashington, DC: Office of Air

Force History, 1983), 74, 91.

13 |bid.; CarsonPrief History, 8-10.

“Price,JaM.,Wi chi t ads L éQharlesion, 80: Ar€adlia Ryliighing, 2003), 98.

Between 1956 and 1962, 467 of 746BDs bui It roll ed out of Boein
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The Gulf of Tonkin incident in 1964 brougtiite 22d into its third major conflict in as
many decadeas the United States entered into full involvement in the Vietham coriflinet
wing's KG135s refueled Tactical Air Command (TAC) aircraft deploying to Southeast Asia, and
supported Strategic ACommand bombers on rotation to Guafihe 22d Bombardment Wing
realizedheavy involvemenin a number obperationgduring the war in VietnamlIn fact, the
22d accounted for 50 percent of all 15th Air Force support overseas at the time of the ARC
LIGHT operation. Such concentrated action was not limited merely to ARC LIGHT.
LI NEBACKER 11 realized equally heavy pasrticip:
In March 1973, the wing received an Air Force Outstanding Unit Award fex@mplary
performancen Southeasfsia--the fourth int h e  historyt Thes22d returned fully to the

nuclear deterrence mission with the withdrawal of U. S. forces from Vietham.

Cold War alert status and nuclear dissuasion remained the cahstaigihthe emainder
of the 1970sSi nce t he creation of President Eisenhoy
SACb6s posture for the Col d5b2WambersrandskGariesair of b al
refueling tankers standing alert. Aistorian Richar&kK. Smi t h has noted, SACC
philosophy was, fAnot t o YimAuguatias2, theowing ieceived b ut
the first three of it&C-10A Extendersand assigned them to the 9th Air Refueling Squadron,
making then the second Air Force itrto use thenewrefuelers. This action preceded the-re
designation of the 22d to an air refueling wing in October of the samelear22d used the
KC-10A's cargo, passenger and fuel load capacity to praadgrehensive airlift and air
refuelingsupport during the evacuation éimerican citizengrom Grenada théollowing year.
In December 1989, the wing's 22d Air Refueling Squadron inactivated and-iSE&L
Stratotankersetired or transferred to other SAC bases. This left the 6th arird&efueling
Squadronas t he wi ng6s o Therpughlyltwentyygaexpamsion af tamker s .

theKG1356s relationship to the Boeham&.,79Ye&s ai r fr
of Inflight Refueling: Highlights, 192831998,(Washington, DC: Air Force History and Museum
Program, 1998), 45.

5Tagg, Lori S.Development of the-B2: The Wright Field StoryPayton, OH: History Office,
Aeronautical Systems Cent@f04), 88.
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capabilities representday development of the K35 and KEG10 aircraft during the Cold War
years led one historian to describe the air refueling companent fipr acti cal l y an

itselfeéeo

Air Force combat
operations drew down to
occasiondy small
interdictions such as
Grenada and Panama
following the Vietham era.
These were alielatively
small scalecontingencies of
limited time The 22 ARV

found itself engaged in most

Figure 8. A KC-10 Extender conducts refueling perations for an F15 - .
Eaale (U. S. Air Force) of thesgproviding air

refueling and airlift via their Extender airc
1990. Strategic Air Command provedluetantin utilizing the cargo capability of the aircraft

duringthe initial Operation DESERT SHIELDuild up and most 22 ARW Extenders were used

strictly in refueling efforts during the beginning stages of force deployment. As a whole, no

more than 20 KE€L0s were utilized for cargandtroop transport during the Peas Gulf War

with most of those committed at the outbreak of hostilitlesr the most part, the critical

function provided by K€LO0 aircraft remained strictly in the air refuelingarehan t ot al , SAC
KC-10s lifted 1,111 troops and 19,905 tons ofjoanto Southwest Asia between August 1990

and January 199'F.

16 Smith, 75 Years52.

7 Giroux, Vincent A. Seventy Years of Strategic Air Refueling, 191888, A Chronology,
(Omaha, NE: Office of the Historian, Headquarters Strategic Air Command, 1990), 58; Smith
Inflight Refueling 75.

18 Matthews, Jaes K. and Holt, Cor&o Many, So Much, So Far, So Fast: United States
Transportation Command and Strategic Deployment for Operation Desert Shield/Desert Storm,
(Washington, DC: Joint History Office, Office of the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff,
1996), 497 50. To get a compliment of Extender aircraft turned over to MAC for mobility
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